
Semintra®
  

For cats with CKD and HT

CKD = chronic kidney disease
HT = hypertension



Hypertension is commonly associated with CKD

Up to 65% of cats 
with CKD have 
hypertension1

Hypertension

CKD
65%



Diagnosing cats with CKD in your practice



Renal blood tests
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THE PROGRESSION OF CKD IN CATS

A substantial proportion of cats with CKD are going undetected and untreated Use SDMA to identify  
CKD as early as 25% loss



The role of SDMA in your practice
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Enables diagnosis of CKD 

up to 1.5 years earlier2 
before symptoms appear

KITTEN SENIOR



The role of SDMA in your practice

Enables identification of 

up to 2.5 x more cats 
with CKD3
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Feline hypertension

• Hypertension is common in older cats4

• Early diagnosis is important to avoid target organ damage

• Identifying cats can be challenging

Brain  
(e.g. seizures, depression, 
behavioural changes)

Kidneys   
(e.g. elevated SDMA, proteinuria)

Heart    
(e.g. left ventricular hypertrophy,  

gallop sounds or arrhythmias)

Eyes     
(e.g. blindness, haemorrhage  

or retinal detachment)

Risk category Systolic blood 
pressure (mmHg)

Risk of target 
organ damage

Normotensive <140 Minimal

Prehypertensive 140-159 Low

Hypertensive 160-179 Moderate

Severely hypertensive >180 High

Adapted from Acierno et al (2018)5



Idiopathic vs. secondary hypertension

have CKD,  
hyperthyroidism,  
or both

87%
are idiopathic           
13%

Feline hypertension is usually 
secondary, meaning it is 
associated with another disease. 
CKD is the most common 
condition associated with 
feline hypertension, followed 
by hyperthyroidism. Idiopathic 
hypertension, where there is no 
apparent underlying disease, is 
far less common in cats.5,6

in cats with hypertension4



Assessing BP in your practice

BP = blood pressure



Feline HT – Which cats to screen?

• 92% of cats with CKD are 9 years or older7

• 98% of cats with hyperthyroidism are 9 years or older8

• 24% of all cats 9 years or older have hypertension9

Have a disease 
associated with 
hypertension, 
e.g. CKD or
hyperthyroidism

Cats are at risk of hypertension if they:

Have evidence 
of target organ 
damage (TOD) 

OR OR 99 Are aged 9 years 
or older



How and when to treat cats with HT*

Have a disease associated  
with hypertension, e.g. CKD  
or hyperthyroidism

Cats are at risk of hypertension if they:

Have evidence of target organ 
damage (TOD) 

OR

OR

99 Are aged 9 years or older

Signs  
of TOD or 
associated 
diseases

Healthy cats  
≥ 9 years

Recheck  
in 6–12  
months

Recheck  
in 3–6  
months

Signs  
of TOD

Screen  
for underlying 

conditions Treat

<160  
mmHg

No signs 
of TOD

<160  
mmHg

≥160  
mmHg

≥160  
mmHg

≥180  
mmHg

•  Repeat SBP twice  
within 2 weeks 

•  Recheck for TOD

160–179  
mmHg

•  Repeat SBP twice  
within 2 months

• Recheck for TOD

Measure  
systolic blood 

pressure  
(SBP)

*Based on ACVIM guidelines (Acierno, M.J. et al. [2018] ACVIM consensus statement: Guidelines for the identification, 
evaluation, and management of systemic hypertension in dogs and cats. J Vet Intern Med 32, 1–20)



Objectives of management
CKD management

REDUCE 
SERUM  

PHOSPHATE

SUPPRESS 
THE RAAS

RENOPROTECTION

CONTROL 
HYPERTENSION

Blood pressure management
The three key strategies for 

managing progression of CKD
The aim of treatment is to reduce systolic  

blood pressure to within the target range.5,10

Routinely monitor blood pressure to identify 
cats at risk of target organ damage

Target 
SBP120-140 mmHg10

RAAS Renin Angiotensin Aldosterone System



Semintra® 4mg/ml

• Licensed for reduction of proteinuria
associated with CKD in cats

• Once daily, oral liquid

• 30ml & 100ml



Why is renoprotection important?11-17

Kidney disease

Increased glomerular blood pressure

RAAS 
upregulation

Further  
nephron  

loss

RAAS Renin Angiotensin Aldosterone System



Semintra® in CKD
Semintra® Renoprotection11-17

 
 

 

SEMINTRA®
REDUCES BLOOD
PRESSURE IN THE

GLOMERULUS

CONTROLS 
GLOMERULAR
HYPERTENSION

REDUCES 
LOSS OF 

NEPHRONS

RENOPROTECTION

RAAS

Angiotensin

AT1 receptor18,19

Harmful effects

- Vasoconstriction

- Proteinuria
- Fibrosis

- Glomerular hypertension



Semintra® 10mg/ml

• Licensed for treatment of systemic 
hypertension in cats

• Once daily, oral liquid

• Initial dose 2mg/kg

• ml syringe allows for dose to be reduced 
if cat is well controlled**

• In cats with hypertension associated with 
chronic kidney disease the recommended 
minimum effective dose is 1 mg/kg

** when SBP <140 mmHg the dose can be reduced in 0.5 mg/kg increments, at the vet’s discretion



Semintra® in HT
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Adapted from Glaus et al. 201820

Antihypertensive effect proven in large multicentre clinical trials20,21

Semintra® provided a significant reduction in blood pressure on day 14 compared to placebo (p < 0.0001)



Take the pressure off with our support

Register now at: 
www.boehringer-academy.co.uk

For vets For  owners



Technical Services Team contact details

01344 746957 (UK) or 01 291 3985 (IE)

vetenquiries@boehringer-ingelheim.com

9-5 (Mon-Thu), 9-4.30 (Fri)

24/7 365 emergency advice service*

*If you have an emergency outside office hours, just call one of the numbers above and follow the instructions.
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Semintra® contains telmisartan. Semintra® 4 mg/ml oral solution for cats and Semintra® 10 mg/ml oral solution for cats are indicated for the reduction of proteinuria associated 
with chronic kidney disease (CKD) in cats and for the treatment of systemic hypertension in cats. IE: POM. For information about side effects, precautions, warnings and 
contraindications please refer to the product packaging and package leaflet. Further information available in the SPC or from Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health UK Ltd., 
RG12 8YS, UK.  IE Tel: 01 291 3985 (all queries). Email: vetenquiries@boehringer-ingelheim.com. Semintra® is a registered trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica 
GmbH, used under licence. Copyright 2023 Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health UK Ltd. All rights reserved. Date of preparation: Jun 2023.UI-FEL-0054-2023. Use 
Medicines Responsibly. 




